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Louis Parsons has won the 

Veritasse art competition with 

his painting, Angel 1.  
Angel 1, which has been hung at the 

Meller Gallery in Witney for several 

weeks, has had a powerful effect on 

many people visiting the gallery.  
òThe most common reaction was 

ôWow!õ says Aidan Meller, Veritasse 

director. òIt is a very striking image, 

which has a strong presence. It is rest-

ful, but at the same time, thought pro-

voking. It is a great painting.ó 
Louis, who is a personal development 

coach, creates work that evokes 

strong emotions. Many of his paintings 

draw on themes of creation and the 

renewal of spirit and soul. He has been 

influenced by his study of artists such 

as Turner and Rothko, as well as by 

journeys around the world.  

Many well-known companies have 

used Louisõ coaching sessions to help 

their staff relate on a more personal 

level. Others have commissioned him 

to create artworks that reflect their 

company ethos and vision. 

Louis will now have some of his work 

published as prints by Veritasse and 

has been given free membership of the 

Artisans group. 
More of Louisõ artwork can be seen 

on the Veritasse website or on his 

own website: 

www.artwithsoul.co.uk  

Aidan Meller apologised for the time 

taken to announce a winner. 
òIt was a tough decision, with many 

very good paintings being submitted. 

Thank you to every artist who submit-

ted work. The entries proved that 

Christian art work is thriving.ó 

Louis Parsonsõ winning picture wows audiences! 

Art downloads receive 

enthusiastic welcome at CRE 

Church leaders visiting the Veritasse stand at 

the Christian Resources Exhibition were  
delighted to be told about downloads from the 

Veritasse website.  
Veritasse now has over 70 Christian artists displaying 

work on the on-line galleries and much of their work 

can be downloaded directly from the site. This is a real 

bonus for churches, as a non-commercial, church 

download licence for a single image costs only £3, al-

lowing images to be used during church services, 

prayer weeks, outreach and in other church contexts. 
Appropriate artwork can be found easily by using one 

of the five search criteria from the home page.  
Many original artworks and prints are also available for 

purchase. 
Kingdom Journey  

by Leonie Marklew -Barratt  Easter Morning by Joseph Field 

Visit www.veritasse.co.uk for your fine art downloads . 



Resourcing the church;  supporting Christian artists 

Veritasse Artisan, Helene Bevan, had her work cut 

out as Scenic Director to the Winchester Passion 

which took place on Good Friday this year in Winches-

ter, Hampshire. This is her report. 

òThousands of people packed the streets of Winches-

ter on Good Friday as the cathedral city's most fa-

mous locations played host to a spectacular recrea-

tion of the Easter story.  

A captivating performance by Israel Oyelumade as 

Jesus, led a cast of the key characters, in the story of 

the days leading up to Jesus' crucifixion. After a year 

of meticulous preparation, the message of eternal 

hope and restoration hit and ôwowedõ the city!  

With the script  finalized only two or three months 

beforehand, we began the daunting work of design-

ing and painting four huge canvas banners, creating staging 

and scenery for the law courts, alongside the hiring and mak-

ing of scores of costumes. 

My first challenge was to find a team who could work crea-

tively together, despite our varied backgrounds, ideas and 

styles of working. My next, to find a suitable venue where we 

were able to spread out great lengths of primed canvas to 

paint and construct 5-meter long banners. We began the work 

with only 6 weeks to go! 

The Lordõs providence was evident throughout, with theatrical 

suppliers and local artists offering support. With a very small, 

but willing team, we began to lay on harmonizing colour, with 

mini rollers to help eliminate the startling white canvas. The 

Lord also prompted the theme of ideas, which I researched 

and linked together to form a continuous image (as the ban-

ners were to form part of the performance itself)  

Each day, we committed our work to God and asked for His 

guidance and inspiration. There were times when we felt frus-

trated by our own limitations, but we learnt how to stop and re-

focus our thinking into the more relaxed ways of working with 

The Spirit. 

The banners followed four themes. Two 

carried historical significance and two 

had a more contemporary feel. The 

palms (a military sign of victory,) led onto 

streamers to represent celebration. 

From the ribbons of colour, came the 

tendrils and leaves of the passion 

flower.  

From the ancient spiritual symbolism of 

the flower, came the starkness and sad-

ness of the reclining figures in the gar-

den before the death of Christ. 

The final banner depicts the darkness of 

the tomb, out of which the glory of the 

resurrection cameéa new day dawningé

Fireworks seemed an appropriate mod-

ern day symbol of extravagant celebra-

tion to top all others! ò 

 

The Winchester Passion 
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Carol Gay, textile designer, artist and photographer, 

talks about her work. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having trained as a textile designer, I was very prepared for 

the commercial world and produced many images that went 

into well-known high street stores. However my faith has 

always challenged what I trained to do and whether I was 

being used as God intended.  
I decided to retrain as a secondary school teacher and as 

part of that I had to return to Art College and complete the 

final year of a degree. There were only twenty places in the 

whole of the country available and I needed one of them. I 

promised God that if he got me the place I would glorify him 

through that years work. I got the place and the work began. 

The theme given by the tutors was ôSeasonsõ. This began a 

very thorough exploration of nature and how it changed 

through the seasons. Naturally I couldnõt avoid seeing God 

the Creator in all that surrounded me. My final year show 

culminated in producing various lengths based around the 

seven days of creation. Much to my surprise my hand 

printed length won ôbest printed lengthõ of the year award. In 

committing my work to God, he was glorified and I was re-

warded. 
There were three other pieces that I did not have time to 

complete in that very short year. However in the last four 

years I returned to those images and completed them, not 

how they were originally intended, because that required a 

lot more space than I have available, but as paintings.  
When asked for images for this newsletter, I knew I should 

share them. Many people only know me for my photographic 

work sold through Veritasse; I thought I would show what 

else I could do. I hope you are touched by them and encour-

aged to step out into the unknown with whatever talent God 

has given you.  

The risk is definitely worth it.   

Worth the risk!  


