
THE NEWSLETTER  FOR FRIENDS  OF  

VERITASSE AND  THOSE  INTERESTED   

IN  THE  ARTS   

AUGUST  2009 

Ireland, lively sea by Jamie Treadwell 

Hug by Shuna George 

Powerful by Sue Porter 

In this issue  

Veritasse Artisans 
ς the vision 

2 

Benefits of being an Artisan 3 

Dawn Waters-Baker 4 

Jack Curtis 5 

Olympic challenge and 
Lamorna Bonner-Oakey 

6 

Gospel Rock 
Veritasse at New Wine 

7 

Jo-Anna Harrington 8 

The sculptors 9 

Jamie Treadwell 10 

Christian Arts Academy 
Church arts book 

11 

!ǊǘƛǎŀƴǎΩ  
artwork 

Pages 
12+13  



Newsletter  for Friends of Veritasse and those interested in the arts  Page 2 

Sue Newham has been heading up the Veritasse Artisans  for 

over 2 years.  Here she explains how she got involved with Veritasse and 

about the vision for the future.  

òI became aware of Veritasse when a friend showed me a Veritasse magazine. I  felt a 

thrill in my heart when I read about the Veritasse artists and saw the wonderful art-

work, which had such a strong scriptural and spiritual basis. I could hardly wait to get 

to my computer and sign up as a member! I wanted to talk to other Christian artists 

and find out how they were using their creative talents for God. I didnõt consider 

myself as an artist at that timeð just someone who painted a bitð but I knew that God was using that talent 

and I wanted to grow in it. 

In the early days, being a member wasnõt that great! (Sorry, Aidan!) The old website was not user-friendly 

and there were not many members. I contacted a few who werenõt really sure what they had joined or why! 

But God had plans for that little group.  

In April 2007, Aidan asked me to work for Veritasse, looking after the members and helping the group to grow. 

What a privilege that has been! There are now over 80 members with hundreds of artworks on a new website, 

over 850 people on the newsletter distribution list and more being added every month. 

But is that what all we are about? Just more members and a bigger group? NO! 

Veritasse exists to glorify God through the arts and to support and encourage Christian artists 

around the world. We are a small organisation but we have a big vision!  

When we go to conferences with our artwork, we see first hand how God speaks to people through the pic-

tures. People are often deeply affected, as the art crosses cultural and language boundaries. 

The arts have been sidelined in many churches over recent decades. We now see, across the globe, a recogni-

tion that God is using the arts to reach unchurched people and to strengthen those who are Christians. 

The vision of Veritasse Artisans is to have a vibrant community of artists from many nations, sharing ideas and 

resources, praying together, meeting up in local groups, exhibiting together and working in partnership. We long 

to see the arts used fully within the church, with the role of artists better understood and accepted. We are de-

termined to work with existing Christian arts groups and to support what they are doing. We recognise that 

relationship is key in our mission. 

In worldly terms, there is no way that we can 

bring about the changes we long for, BUT we 

serve a powerful and amazing God who is òable 

to do immeasurable more than all we  ask or 

imagine.ó We trust in Him. 

VERITASSE ARTISANSð THE VISION 

To subscribe to this newsletter please e-mail membership@veritasse.co.uk 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 

than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 

that is at work within us, to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus throughout all  

generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
Ephesians 3:20-21 

òI am very aware that , in our multi-media world, the arts are a powerful  

tool for engaging the public in a discussion about what it means to be a 

spiritual person. The arts can impact people on a very profound level. 

That is why I  am committed to promoting and encouraging Christian  

artists.ó  
   Aidan Meller, Director of Veritasse 
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Veritasse is a Christian arts company with an artistsõ community, Veritasse  

Artisans, which any Christian artist can pay to join for £99 per year or £9 per month 

(or currency equivalent).  

J Membership gives the artist an almost unlimited personal gallery on our website, 

www.veritasse.co.uk , where customers can search for work using 5 different search facilities, buy 

on-line and also pay for a download licence.  

J Artists can display images, sound files and video on their gallery space.  

J Members advertise their work through this newsletter which goes out every two months to all our 

contacts. 

J We promote the company and the website through advertisements in Christian publications and 

having a stand at many UK Christian conferences.  

J There is an electronic directory of our members, so that churches and individuals can find an artist 

for commissions and arts based projects, and so that artists can contact each other more easily. 

J Members get to know each other through our monthly Artisans newsletter, which goes out to 

members. It is so good to see how God is moving people forward in their creativity and using their 

gifts to grow His kingdom.  

J We encourage members to work together to exhibit and promote their work. In May and June 

2009, we had an exhibition in Chichester Cathedral, West Sussex, in which 14 members took part. 

J In May, we held our first Artisansõ Gathering in Monmouth, South Walesð a time of sharing, encour-

agement and teaching. 

J We employ a membership officer, Sue Newham, who can answer your queries and help you to up-

load work to the website if you are not very confident with computers. 01825 731839 

To subscribe please e-mail membership@veritasse.co.uk 

HOW  DO I BECOME AN ARTISAN? 
If you decide to join, you can do so by visiting the 

Community section of the website, 

www.veritasse.co.uk , and following the 

prompts to Join Us.  

Once you have completed payment through Pay-

Pal, we have to activate your user name, so there 

may be a slight delay, depending on when you 

sign up. 

If you are not happy paying by PayPal, you can 

pay for a yearõs membership over the phone by 

calling Sue Newham on 01825 731839 . 

I LIVE OUTSIDE THE UK,  

CAN I JOIN? 
We welcome Christian artists from all nations and 

will do all we can to serve you where you are.  

If you need to talk through the benefits, e-mail Sue 

Newham on membership@veritasse.co.uk 

with your phone number and she will be happy to 

give you a call. 

If you decide not to join, we still want to serve you. 

Let us know about Christian arts events happening 

near you and ring Sue if you think we may be able 

to help you. 44 1825 731839 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF BEING AN ARTISAN? 
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òI received this wonderful commission from Dallas Theological Seminary for a beloved 

Missions Professor who is about to take the Presidency of Denver Seminary. As a fare-

well gift they commissioned, "Missio Dei" , which is the theme of one of his most power-

ful lecture series.  

"Missio Dei" is the sending of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (the fire), to the world. The 

church is the bride of Christ (the woman) and is to love the world as Christ loved it. The baby repre-

sents the world. The believers are coming from the flame of the Holy Spirit (yellow spheres). 

I was given a copy of the lectures to listen to. I really loved them, especially, Christ stepping towards 

humanity. That's why I have Christ stepping toward the world. I also loved the responsibility of the 

Church, to bend our hearts, our minds and our values to all people. 

This is not a perfect painting by any stretch of the imagination but I truly felt God's help when I 

prayed for the idea and the rendering. My prayer is that Dr. Young will be reminded of God's great 

love for him, the world and our obligation as believers to love the world as Christ did.ó 

DAWN  WATERS-BAKER AND òMISSIO DEIó 

To unsubscribe please e-mail membership@veritasse.co.uk 
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òSince returning from Switzerland, Iõve been to more churches, painted during worship 

and really experienced the presence of God. Iõve been working as a support worker but 

also focussing on my art.  

I am writing a book about Christianity and art. God is giving me more things to write about each time 

I get on the laptop. The book is about fine art and its place within our faith. It includes how art can 

be used in spiritual warfare, intercession, prophecy and worship. It is a long way from being finished, 

but if you are  interested in it, please email me and I can send you a pdf of the writing so far.  

I  have also been working in local communities with my art. 

Itõs been great involving the kids in painting and creating.  

One area that Iõve become increasingly interested in art is 

the human figure and the muscles, how they express the 

inner emotions, Itõs almost as if the muscles are the canvas 

of the heart. Iõve been taking a great interest in artists such 

as Michelangelo and Joseph Sheppard and hoping to gain my skill in this 

area as I practice every day.  

The date for my wedding is edging closer and 

closer (31st October). Itõs been difficult as my fianc®e and I want to go into 

mission work and financing a wedding is very hard. She is doing mission 

work at the moment  in South Africa. We have been praying and seeking 

God for the money and Itõs been incredible to see the results. Iõve decided 

to do 3 drawings or paintings a week over the next 3 months and sell the 

originals at a cheaper cost. I will put them on my gallery on the Veritasse 

website. Please look at them and contact me if you are interested in buying. 

All the money that I raise will go towards supporting our wedding costs and 

our mission work.  

We are also looking for a team of people who 

will support us financially and through prayer. 

When I was in Madagascar and riots were 

regular and fear was in air, it made all the dif-

ference to have people praying for me. For us, 

as a young married couple going into the mis-

sion field, knowing people are interceding for 

us so it means so much. Itõs a little scary but we have seen God provide 

in so many ways, especially financially, We have read many stories 

about people like George Muller and Reinhard Bonnke and have an 

eagerness to see God work through us.  I am excited about how I can 

use art as a way to reach out to people of different ages, ethnicities, 

gender, language and background and see the glory of God revealed 

through the power of art and mission work.  

Please contact me if you have any questions or wish to receive our e-mail newsletter. Jack. 

Jackscurtis@hotmail.com   www.elskerart.com    01305 812800 

JACK CURTIS:  ARTIST, WRITER MISSIONARY 

To see more of Jackõs artwork, go to www.veritasse.co.uk 

Streams of living Water 
The idea is based on the living water 

that Christ gives. I wanted the cracks 

and wrinkles of the skin to show 

hands that are dry and desperate for 

Godõs living water. I also wanted to  

represent the veins. The Bible says 
that life is in the blood and we need 

the streams of living water to flow 

through our whole lives. 

Original £88 

Folllow Me £90 
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Steve Scott, of the organisation CANA, opens a dis-

cussion about how Christian artists can have an im-

pact on our society during the 2012 games in Lon-

don. 

òCANA (Christian Artists Networking Association) is com-

mitted to engaging, informing, connecting and empowering  

artists in different parts of the world. In order to do this, 

we publish a regular newsletter, and run international con-

ferences in places like Eastern Europe and South East Asia.  

We continue to explore opportunities to live and walk out 

this vision.   

One `window of opportunityõ on the horizon is the 2012 

Olympics. We are interested in seeing what might be possi-

ble by way of artistic/cultural exchange.  

Could there be an  exhibition of artists of faith from differ-

ent parts of the world?   

Could artists demonstrate and celebrate cultural diversity 

during this auspicious time?  

WHAT ARE ARTISTS OF FAITH DOING  

DURING THE OLYMPICS 2012? 

For information about Veritasse Artisans please e-mail membership@veritasse.co.uk 

CANA is  launching this enquiry. We want to hear about lo-

cal visions already underway. We want to avoid inappropriately duplicating other peopleõs concerns and ef-

forts. In effect, this is the beginning of a conversation. Weõd like to hear from you.ó Drop Steve a line at 

info@canagroup.org  Find out more at www.canagroup.org 

Agbesi of Ghana greeting Hari Atanasov of Bulgaria 

during the CANA Bulgaria 08  conference 

òAfter being diagnosed with mild depression as a result of a series of 

losses in my life, I began to seek God for healing. The thought of taking the 

prescribed anti-depressants scared me and, although taking them could help me, I 

knew that I needed to be healed. I felt God gave me a promise from 1 Samuel, 

chapter 10 verses 6-7, a promise of healing, which came in the August of that year.  

I was miraculously healed overnight as I took my hope off things and people, and 

put it firmly on God alone.  
My hand turned to the paint brush and I submitted my first two oil paintings to the Royal Academy Summer 

exhibition in 2008. Both were shortlisted. Almost immediately after that, the idea for a book followed. I shared 

it with my close friend, Sally, and she agreed to write it, with me 

illustrating. Now, one year later, it is in print. 
The story is centred around a boy called Sam, who has a passion 

for dinosaurs. The town where he lives is full of roadside con-

struction and Samõs imagination, along with his fervent desire to 

have dinosaurs in his town, brings dinosaurs into his world.  
 Painting continues to whisk me away to a tranquil place with my 

Lord.ó     Lamorna Bonner-Oakey 

RELEASE FROM DEPRESSION AND THE BIRTH OF AN ARTIST 

Lamorna and Sallyõõs book, òWhen Dinosaurs came to Townó is aimed at 4-8 

year olds and is available on Amazon and through most major book sellers. 

mailto:info@canagroup.org
http://www.canagroup.org

